OBITUARY |

Cellular Therapy and Transplantation (CTT). Vol.5, No.3(16), 2016
doi: 10.18620/ctt-1866-8836-2016-5-3-88-90
Submitted: 29 September 2016, accepted: 29 September 2016

Obituary.
In memory of Professor Thomas Biichner

Professor Sergey F. Bagnenko, Full Member, Russian Academy of Sciences,

Rector, First State Pavlov Medical University of St. Petersburg

Professor Boris V. Afanasyev,

Director, Raisa Gorbacheva Memorial Research Institute for Pediatric Oncology, Hematology and Transplantation, First State

Pavlov Medical University of St. Petersburg, Russia

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Riidiger Hehlmann,

Med. Fakultit Mannheim, Universitit Heidelberg, Deutschland

Professor Thomas Biichner, Professor Emeritus at the Uni-
versity of Miinster, passed away on Friday, August 5, 2016.
For the last decades, he was considered a renowned clinician,
worldwide expert in leukemia, and a real symbol of German
academic elite.

Thomas Biichner was born in Berlin on September 22, 1934.
He graduated from the Albert-Ludwig University in Freiburg
i.B. (1955). Following residences in Vienna, Innsbruck and
Munich, he has took a Doctor’s degree in Freiburg (1961)
with a Thesis: ‘Autoradiographic Studies of Cell Kinetics in
Mice. Then, over the next decades, his academic and clinical
career was closely connected with Miinster University Clinic.
As an assistant, he worked with DNA synthesis and electron
microscopy of human chromosomes, and flow cytometric
techniques. In 1971, his publication “Inflammatory cells in
Blood and Tissues” was awarded with the Theodor-Frerich
Price from The German Society for Internal Medicine, fol-
lowed by a professorship in Internal Medicine and Haema-
tology at the Wilhelms-University in Miinster. Since 1976, he
managed a Laboratory of Special Haematology at the Medi-
cal Clinic of Miinster University.

Clinical studies by Professor Biichner focused on acute my-
eloid leukemia (AML). In 1978, he became Chairman of the

88 CTT JOURNAL | VOLUME 5 | NUMBER 3 | SEPTEMBER 2016

AML Cooperative Group. The well-known TAD protocol
for leukemia treatment was established on the basis of these
cooperative studies. In extension of his leukemia program,
Prof. Biichner, together with his Miinster colleague Glinther
Schellong (1926-2015), started the Acute Leukemias Sym-
posium which is an important scientific and educational
event since 1986. Within a program of leukemia studies, a
Bone Marrow Transplantation Center was arranged at Miin-
ster University in the 90, along with the establishment of a
Leukemia Studies Department. Professor Biichner held his
academic positions until 1999 when was elected Emeritus
Professor at Miinster University. In 1999 Thomas became
cofounder of the German Competence Network on Acute
and Chronic Leukemias and started the German AML-In-
tergroup study that compared 5 randomized German AML
studies by up-front randomization into a common standard
arm. At the EU level, Prof. Biichner played a decisive role in
establishing the European LeukemiaNet, a Europe-wide net-
work promoting cure of leukemia by cooperative research.

During the last 15 years, Prof. Biichner was involved in research
and treatment of acute myeloid leukemia in older patients. Sev-
eral programs in clinical research were performed since 2005,
including Biology and Treatment Strategy of AML in Its Sub-
groups: Multicenter Randomized Trial by the German Acute
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Myeloid Leukemia Cooperative Group (AMLCG).

Professor Biichner was a member of leading hematology and
oncology associations in the field, including the American
Society of Hematology, the American Association for Can-
cer Research and the German Society for Haematology and
Medical Oncology (DGHO, Honorary Member since 2008).

Along with his professional merits, Prof. Biichner was well
known for treating Raisa Maximovna Gorbachova (1932-
1999). In 2007 in memoriam of his wife Michail Gorbachov
in cooperation with Pavlov University funded the construc-
tion of the Raisa Gorbacheva memorial Institute for He-
matology and Transplantation, which started to work with
support of leading German haematologists, including Prof.
Biichner.

Prof. Biichner supported cooperation with Russian clini-

cians and scientists in the field of leukemia treatment from
the very beginning of these contacts in the late 80’s. These

Hekponor

long-lasting professional and friendly relationships have giv-
en the opportunity to know Thomas Biichner as the great
person, tutor, physician and scientist he was. Not only his
professional excellence inspired admiration, but also his
sense of tact and dignity coupled with a dry humor formed
the impression of an extraordinary person.

Prof. Biichner almost annually held special lectures at the
Raisa Gorbacheva Memorial Symposium on Hematopoietic
Stem cell Transplantation in St. Petersburg and other places.
This year he was also expected at the 10th R. Gorbacheva
Symposium in 2016. We shall always remember his life, clini-
cal studies and good deeds for the patients. The fundamen-
tal academic school in Hematology and Oncology founded
by Professor Biichner, will serve as heritage of his life. Apart
from his scientific merits Thomas was a good hearted, sin-
cere, always reliable and helpful colleague.

Thomas Biichner will always remain in our hearts.

[lamatu npogeccopa Tomaca bioxHepa

IIpodeccop Cepreit ®.baruenko, akagemux PAH,

Pexrop nepsoro Cankr-Ilerepbyprckoro Megniuuckoro Yuusepcurera um. VLII. [Tanosa

IIpodeccop b.B.Apanacoes,

nupexrop HUVI getckoit oHKomOrMY, reMatonoruu 1 Tpancmnanronoruy um. PM. Top6adesoit mepsoro Cankr-Iletep6yprckoro

MeguUMHCKOro yauBepcutera uM. VLIL. IlaBmosa

IIpodeccop, a-p, noyeTHsiit goxTop Progurep Xenpman

Mepumuuckuit ¢paxynsreT Manreitma, Teiigensbeprckuit yHuBepcureT, lepmaHus

5 aBrycra 2016 roga ymen u3 >xusHu npocgeccop Tomac
BroxHep, moveTHbliT mpogeccop yHuBepcureTa MIOHCTEPA,
MUPOBOJ TUfiep B 00/1aCTV TeMATOIOT MM, OHKOJIOTMI.

Tomac broxuep popwnca B bepmune 22 ceHtsabps 1934
roga. B 1955 okonumn YHuBepcurer Anbbepra JlromBura
Bo Opaiibypre. Ilocne pesuneHTypel B Bene, VHcOpyke u
Mionxene, B 1961 ropy, Bo ®paiibypre 3ammTin KaHAU-
JATCKyI0 AMCCepTalMIo IOf, HasBaHMEM: «AyTopafuorpa-
¢dudeckue MCCIENOBaHUA KUHETUKYU KJIETOK y MBIIIei».
B mocnenymomne rogpl ero akajgeMmudeckas Kapbepa OblIa
TeCHO CBfI3aHa C K/IMHMKOI yHMBepcuTeTa I. MIoHCTepa,
IZie OH Hayas paboTy B KadecTBe accuctenta. Cunres JHK,
3/IEKTPOHHAsA MUKPOCKONMA XPOMOCOM, IPOTOYHAsA IJUTO-
METPMU — TEMBI, KOTOpble MHTEPECOBATIY €TO B 3TOT MEPUO],

B 1971 ropy Tomac Broxxep monmyuni npemuto Theodor-Frerich
Hemerkoro obuiectBa BHyTpeHHNX 6071esHe 3a pabory «Boc-
ITa/INTe/bHbIE KIIETKM B KPOBU 1 TKaHsX», CTelleHb JOKTOpa
MEIUIVHBL 1 CTaJT TPOGeCccOPOM II0 HAIIPaB/IeHIIO «<BHY TPEH-
Hue GOJIe3HN U TeMaTo/Iorus» B Busbrensm- YHyBepcurere T.

Mioucrepa. C 1976 cTan pyKOBOJUTEIEM HAYYHOI 1ab0paTo-
Py T€MaTOJIOIMN B KJIMHNMKE 3TOT'O YHMBEPCUTETA.

Knunveckue mccnemoBanus npodeccopa Tomaca Broxwe-
pa ObUIM HampaB/ieHbl Ha M3y4YeHME OCTPOTO MMUENOO/IacT-
Horo jeiikoza (OMJI). B 1978 ropy oH cTan IpefcefareneM
TepMaHCKOJI KOOIEpaTMBHOI Tpymnbl o m3ydeHmo OMIL
Xopormro n3BecTHBIN MPoToKon TAD 1y nmedeHns /1eiiko30B
Ob11 pa3paboTaH Ha OCHOBE 3TUX KOOIIEPATUBHBIX MCCTIEN0Ba-
HMiL. B mpopomkenue aToit mporpamMmsl, mpodeccop broxuep
BMeCTe CO CBOMM Koieroit mo MioHcrepy Itontepom Illen-
nonroM (1926-2015) Hayan IPOBOAUTD €XKETOHbII CUMITO3M-
yM «OcTpble TeKO3bl», KOTOPBIii CTa/l BaKHBIM Hay4HBIM 1
00pa3oBaTebHbIM COOBITHEM ISl CIIELVANTNCTOB 13 PasHbIX
cTpaH. B paMkax cBoeli IporpaMMsbl II0 M3YYEHNIO JIETKO30B
B YHmBepcutere MIoHCTepa OH B 90-X rofjax OpraHm30Bas
LleHTp TpaHCIUTAHTALVM KOCTHOTO MO3Ta ¥ HAYYHBIN OTHEN
yccefoBanuii neriko3oB. [Ipodeccop Broxuep 3aHuMan cBou
aKajzieMmIecKye mocTel 1o 1999 ropa, Korga 6bUT M36paH Mo-
YeTHBIM IIpodeccopoM YHuBepcurera MIOHCTepa.
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B 1999 romy Tomac broxnHep cTanm coocHobareneMm lep-
MaHCKOJ CETU IO MCCNENOBAHNIO OCTPBHIX ¥ XPOHMYECKMX
JIe/IKO30B U Hadaj ucciaefoBanne B lepmanckoit Koomepa-
tuBHOI Ipynne mo OMJI, xoTopas comocTaBuia 5 paHfio-
MU3MPOBAHHBIX mccnegosanuit OMJI, myTem mnpegBapu-
Te/IbHOI paHZOMU3ALNY B 00LIeM CTAaHZAPTHOM BapUaHTe.
Ha yposre EBpocoiosa mpodeccop broxHep chirpan perua-
OIIYI0 PONb B y4YpeXaeHuy EBpoIeiicKoil opraHusanum
LeukemiaNet — o6111eeBpoIIeiicKoli Ce TV, OpUeHTUPOBAHHOM
Ha U3JiedeHle JIeIKO30B B KOONIEPAaTUBHBIX IporpaMMax. B
nocnexyomuiye rogbl Tomac BloxHep Mpofo/KMI aKTUBHYIO
pabory B Hemerikort KOOIepaTUBHOII TPYIIIIE [0 U3yYEHNIO
OMII, saunmarncs nedyenneM OMJI y IOXU/IBIX NAIIVIEHTOB,
ChII'paJl KII04eBYI0 ponb B passutuu LeukemiaNet - eBpo-
TIEJICKOVM OpTaHM3alVM, YYacCTBYIOLIEN B MCCIENOBAaHUY U
NedeHUN JIeiiko30B. CaMbIM M3BECTHBIM B 9TON 06/1acTi
cTan nmpoekT «buonorusa un crparerus nevenus OMJI B nog-
rpynmnax: MHOrOIleHTpOBO€ PaHLOMU3MPOBAHHOE MICCIIEN0-
BaHMe [epMaHCKOI KOONEPAaTUBHON TPYIIIBI IO M3YYEHNIO
OMJI», xotopslit crapToBan B 2005 roxy.

IIpodeccop Tomac DBroxHep ABIANCA WIEHOM BeRyLINX
OHKOTeMaTO/IOTMYeCKUX accolyaluii, BKIouasd Amepu-
KaHCKYIO aCCOLMAlMI0 TeMaTo/I0r0B, AMEPHUKaHCKYIO acco-
LMal0 UCCTIefoBaHms paka u Hemenxoro obiectsa re-
MAaToJIOroB U MeguIMHCKux oHKkonoros (DGHO, nmoyeTHbIi1
yyed ¢ 2008 1.).

Hapsany co ceoumu mpodeccroHaIbHBIMM 3aCITyTaMIy, Ipo-
¢deccop Tomac BroxHep M3BecTeH TeM, 4TO OBUI JeYaIVM
BpayoM Pancer MakcumoBHb! Top6aueBoit (1932-1999). B
maMATh o Helt Muxann CepreeBud [op6aueB B COTpyRHU-
gectBe ¢ IlepBbiM CaHKT-IleTepOyprckuM MemMIVMHCKIM
yHuBepcuteToM uM. akaf. VLII. IlaBnoBa, MHMIIMMpPOBan
U TIOflep>Kal CTPOUTENLCTBO VIHCTUTYTa JIETCKOM OHKO-
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JIOTMM, TeMaToNoruy U TpaHcmnanronoruu uM. P.M. Top-
6adeBoif, KOTOPBII Haval cBO paboTy B 2007 romy mpu
HOfiep)KKe BEAYLIMX HeMELKUX CIeLUaVCTOB, BKII0Yas
npodeccopa Tomaca broxuepa.

ITpodeccop BroxHep nmogmepxuBan COTPYFHNYECTBO C POC-
CMVICKVMMY KIMHUIVMCTaMU M YYeHBIMU B 00/IaCTY JIe4eHN s
JIEIKO30B C CaMOT0O Hayajia 3TUX KOHTAKTOB B KOHIle 80-x
IT. OTU JONroleTHUe HpodecCHOHaNbHbIe U APY>KecKue
OTHOLIEHNA Iaay BO3MOXXHOCTb y3HaTh lTomaca broxnepa
KaK BBIJJAIOLETOCA Y€/I0BEKa, Bpaya U y4yeHoro. BeispiBanu
BOCXMUIL[EH/E He TONbKO MpodeccroHanbHble KadecTBa, HO
TAKXXe I er0 YyBCTBO TaKTa M JOCTOMHCTBA B COYETAHUM CO
Cliep>)KaHHBIM IOMOPOM, KOTOPbIE IIPOV3BOAN/IN HeOObIvaii-
HOe BITeYaT/IeH1e 00 3TOM Ye/TOBEKe.

[Tpodeccop DroxHep IOYTH €XETOFHO YUTAN CIIeLMasb-
Hbl€ JIEKIIVM Ha MEMOPUATbHOM CUMIIO3MyMe mamsaTi P.M.
Top6aueBoit, kotTopslit mposoawics B CaHkT-IleTepbypre n
APYTUX ropofax. B aToM rogy Mbl >XIany €ro co Crelnyaib-
Hol1 mekumit Ha 10-M Cummnosuyme mamaru P. Top6aueBoii
B 2016T.

Mbr Bcerfa OyfeM MOMHUTD €rO >KU3Hb, MPOQeCcCHOHAb-
Hble JIOCTVDKeHNUA, deloBedecKue KadecTBa. (DyHmaMeH-
TajIbHAsI aKajfleMydyecKas IIKOMa B 06/acTy reMaToNornu 1
OHKOJIOTUM, OCHOBaHHas mpocdeccopoM BroxHepoM, 6ymeT
€ro XI3HeHHbIM HacTIefyeM.

Hapsiny co cBomMu HayuubiMu 3aciyramu, Tomac 6s11 go-
6pocepmevIHbIM, ICKPEHHNM, BCETA HaTeKHBIM I TOTOBBIM

IIOMOYb KOJIJIETaM.

ITpodeccop Tomac broxHep HaBcerga oCcTaHETCs] B HALIMX
cepax.
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