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Rolf Neth was also eager to keep scientific borders open and
established early connections with scientists from Eastern
Europe, particularly the Soviet Union, during the cold war.
After the Chernobyl accident (April 1986) a number of doc-
tors and scientists (e.g., R. P. Gale and P. Terasaki) arrived to
Moscow within several days, in order to assist Russian doc-
tors by attempting bone marrow transplantation in severely
irradiated patients. To study long-term effects of Chernobyl
accident, the affected areas of Ukraine and Belarus required
well-arranged medical surveillance which was established by
international collaboration of European scientists. Professor
Rolf Neth has undertaken great efforts to develop appropri-
ate medical infrastructure in radioactively contaminated ar-
eas and to organize appropriate laboratory facilities, mostly,
for pediatric healthcare (Fig. 1).

Figure 1. Prof. Rolf Neth, Prof. A. I.Vorobyov and lead-
ing Russian hematologists visiting Chernobyl accident
area (1989)

In addition to coordinating essential medical measures after
the Chernobyl accident, Rolf Neth has organized, together
with Elena I. Frolova (Fig. 2, left), the first Volga-Wilsede
Meeting in 1990, at the edge of USSR fall. It is regrettable
that Professor Boris Afanasyev (Saint Petersburg) who ar-
ranged the successive Wilsede-Neva meeting (Fig. 2, 3) died
on March 16, 2020, one day before Rolf Neth.

The joint German-Russian Wolga-Wilsede Meeting (1990)
was the first experience of such Symposium in Russia. It was
arranged as a ship travel, and we had our first experience in
this field, arranging the program, preparing posters and oral

reports. For the first time we attended research communica-
tions in the cabin company or ship restaurant, alternated by
short anchorages at the Volga strands, accompanied by joy-
ful parties with our young colleagues, with friendly attitude
of our older Masters. From Russian side, it was arranged by
Elena Frolova, Gregory Dolganov and a number of Moscow
hematologists.

Figure 2. Discussing an idea of joint Wilsede Meeting
on the Volga June 23 1988 in Buchholz. Elena Frolova,
Joseph Chertkov, Elena Elsner, Hanne-Lore Neth, Rolf
Neth, Alexander Friedenstein, Boris Afanasyev

Figure 3. Prof. Rolf Neth (right) and Prof. Boris Afa-
nasyev (Left), 1991. Kindly provided by 0. F. Afanasyeva
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Another Wilsede Meeting was scheduled in Saint Petersburg
as the Neva-Wilsede Symposium (1992). Its guests arrived
to Saint Petersburg, then boarded the tourist ship, then went
across Ladoga and Onega lakes, observing the Russian Val-
aam and Kizhi monuments, and picturesque landscapes un-
derway. The scientific program was as interesting as social
events. This meeting included a special symposium on radi-
ation biology, moderated by Prof. Gerard Wagemaker which
concerned medical consequences of Chernobyl accident.

During the Wilsede Meeting 1990, Prof. Boris V. Afanasyev
has met several leading professors from Hamburg Universi-
ty: R. Neth, A. Zander, K. Winkler, G. Janka. Subsequently,
with support of Hamburg Major Henning Voscherau they
have adopted a program of training medical staff in bone
marrow transplantation (Prof. A.Zander) and pediatric
leukemia treatment (Prof. K. Winkler, G. Janka), as well as
modern diagnostic techniques (Prof. R. Neth) in the frame
of collaboration between Hamburg and Leningrad, the two
partner cities. Since 1990, about 100 doctors and medical
nurses were trained in Hamburg University in chemother-
apy of blood cancer and solid malignancies in children and
adults, bone marrow transplantation, blood transfusion, mo-
lecular biology, tissue typing.

Prof. Margarita B. Belogurova remembers: during our first
training of in Hamburg-Eppendorf University Clinics (1991),
Professor Axel R. Zander introduced me to Prof. Rolf Neth
who arranged training programs for Russian doctors. Previ-
ously, these contacts were only occasional, since Neth was not
a clinician, but this time he invited us to his home together
with other Russian-speaking doctors, I guess, from Ukraine.
It was a cosy house, a dinner prepared by his wonderful wife,
and long conversations or talks about different things: our
desire for better diagnostics and treatment of leukemia (as in
Germany), about our needs and requirements, and potential
indispensable aid for Russian medicine. Russian-speaking
guests heard some words and phrases in Russian from Rolf
Neth, and listened to his personal story of his military ser-
vice during the World War II, severe frostbites and impris-
onment in Russia. Since that time, he had severe injuries of
feet thus requiring orthopedic foorwear. He described these
dramatic episodes as usual life events! He was devoid of any
snobbism, showing warmth and cordiality to Russians.

86 CTT JOURNAL | VOLUME 9 | NUMBER 2 | JUNE-JULY 2020

OBITUARY |

After organization of BMT Center in the Saint Petersburg
City Hospital No.31, its chief, the late Professor Boris Afa-
nasyev has involved all the staff into clinical and fundamen-
tal research. Being invited to the Wilsede scientific meetings,
we, as ordinary audience, were amazed by unusual looks to
the old German village, however, well packed with modern
conference halls and equipment. International audience and
foreign environment were also surprising for us. Due to
great support of Prof. Axel Zander, Rolf Neth, Gritta Janka,
Boris Fehse, many Russian doctors became an excellent op-
portunity of research-oriented clinical training in pediatric
oncology, oncohematology and relevant laboratory studies
in the clinical and laboratories of Hamburg University.

When we remember Professor Rolf Neth, the simple formula
of success is kept in mind: the long way begins with first step.
Likewise, the story of noble German help for Russia followed
similar way: From humanitarian aid towards the collabora-
tion of equal partners.

@ cttjournal.com
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| Ponbg Het u Poccus

ITIpod. Maprapura B. Benoryposa,

PykoBonmTennb OTHeNeHUA BeTCKO OHKOIOTUY, TOpOfcKas 6ompHmuna Ne31

IIpod. Tropmuna C. 3ybapoBckas

HIMW netckort OHKOIOIMN, TeMaToorny u Tpancmianronoruy um. P. M. Top6adesoit, [Tepssiit Cankr-Iletep6yprekuit
rOCy/iapCTBEHHDII MEIULIMHCKNUIT YHUBepcuTeT uM. akap, V1. I1. ITasnosa, Cankr-Iletep6ypr, Poccus

Ponbd HeT cTpemmics TakxKe OCTaBIATb OTKPBITBIMU Ha-
Y4YHbIE TPAaHNIIbI B IIEPUOJ, XOJIONHOI BOJHDI M JABHO yCTa-
HOBMWJI CBSI3U C yueHbIMU 13 Bocrounoit EBpornsl, B ocobeH-
HocTy — CoBetckoro Corosa. ITocie YepHOObIIbCKOIT aBa-
pun (ampenpb 1986 r.) 3SHaYMTEIBHOE YNCIO JOKTOPOB I yde-
HbIX (B T.4. P. ot u II. Tepacaknu) mpubeinu 8 MOCKBY B
TedyeHMe HEeCKONbKUX JHell A/ TOro, 4YTOObI MOMOYb POC-
CMIICKUM BpayaM B IIPOBe/IeHNM TPAHCIUIAHTALMU KOCTHOTO
Mo3ra y OO/bHbIX, TONTY4YMBIINX OOJIbIINE JO3bI PALUALIUIL.
Il oueHKM [OMrocpodHbIXx 3¢ hekToB UepHOOBUIBCKOI
aBapuy, mocrpasiaBuie obmacTy YkpanHsl u benopyccun
HYXX/IJaUChb B XOPOILIO OPraHM30BAHHOM MEAMILMHCKOM
HaJI30pe, KOTOPBIiT OBbII YCTAaHOBJIEH IIPY MEXXIYHAPOILHOM
COTPYIHNMYECTBE C eBPOIEIICKMMHU y4eHbIMU. IIpodeccop
Ponbd Her mpenmpunsn 6onmbliie yCumns Ans pasBUTHA
Me[VILIMHCKOI MHPPACTPYKTYPhl B 30HAX PaJMOAKTUBHO-
O 3arpsI3HEHMsI U OPTaHM3aLMN COOTBETCTBYIOLIMX /1abo-
PaTOpHBIX 6a3, ITaBHBIM 00Pa3oM — I OXPaHbI 3TOPOBbsI
neteit (Puc. 1).

Puc. 1. lpo¢. Ponbd Hert, npod. A. U. Bopobbes ¢ Bepy-
UMM POCCMIACKMMM FeMaTosiIoraMn BO BpeMsi BU3UTA B
30HY YepHobbinbckoit aapum (1989)

[ToMMMO KOOPAMHALINY HEOGXOIMMBIX MEIUIINHCKIIX MEPO-
IIpUATHUIL TOCTIe KaTacTpodbl B YepHoObite, Ponbsd Her op-
raHusoBas coBMecTHO ¢ Enenoit V1. ®ponosoii (Puc. 2, cie-
Ba) IepBYI0 BCTpeuy B popmare «Bonra-Bunbsene» B 1990 T,
Heszagonro o pacmaga CCCP. [Tpuckop6HO, uT0 U ipodec-
cop bopuc B. Apanacpe (Cankr-IleTep6ypr), KOTOpBbI
OpraHM30Baj IIOC/IeAylomylo BcTpeuy «Bunbsene-Hepa»
(Puc. 2, mozagu npod. P. Hera), ckoHuasncs 16 mapra 2020 .,
3a jienb jjo Ponbga Hera.

CoBMecTHasi TepMaHO-pOCCHiIcKast BcTpeda «Bomra-Buiib-
3efe» (1990) Obla MmepBBIM OIBITOM IIPOBEHEHNS MTORO006-
HOro cumiosuyma B Poccun. OHa ObUta OpraHMsoBaHa Kak

HoesaKa Ha Kopabse, ¥ 9T0 ObUI HAlll IIEPBbIil OIBIT B 9TOI!
00671aCcTy, BK/IIOYasl OPTaHM3ALUI0 MPOTPAMMBI, IIPUTOTOB-
JIeH)e TIOCTEPOB 1 YCTHBIX /IOK/Ia/I0B. B mepBblil pas Mbl fie-
JTa/Iy Hay4YHbIe COOOIeHNS B KAIOT-KOMIIAHNM VU CYJOBOM
pecTopaHe, HapALy ¢ KOPOTKMMM OCTAaHOBKaMM Ha BOJDK-
CKUX IUISDKAX, C BECEIbIMM BedepyHKaMM C HAlIMMIU MO-
JIOLBIMYU KOJUIETaMM, IIPU JPY>KECKOM OTHOIUEHMM HAIIMX
cTapmux pykosopuTteneil. C poccuiickoil CTOpOHBI BCTpeya
6b171a oprannsoBana Enenort @pomnosoii, Ipuropuem Jonra-

HOBBIM IIpM Yy4ACTUN psAa MOCKOBCKIX IréMaTOJIOTOB.

Puc. 2. 06cyxxpenne B byxronbue mpen CoBMeCTHOI
BcTpeun Bunb3epe Ha Bonre 23 nionsa 1988 r. Ha cHum-
Ke cneBa Hanpaso: Enena ®ponosa, Wocnd Yeprkos,
Enena InbcHep, XaHHenopa Hert, Ponb¢ Het, Anekcanpgp
®pupenwreitd, bopuc Adpanacbes

Puc. 3. Mpo¢. Ponb¢ Het u npod. bopuc Apanacves (1991)
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Ipyroit cumnosuyMm Buibseme ObUTI OpraHmsoBaH B
Cankr-Tletepbypre - Bcrpeua «Hesa-Buabseme» (1992).
Ero ywactumku npubsiBamu B Cankr-Iletep6ypr, a 3atem
pasMellamich Ha TYPUCTCKOM IIapOXofie, KOTOPDI IIeNT Ye-
pes Jlanoskckoe 1 OHEXKCKOE 03ep0, OCMATPUBAIN POCCHIL-
CKIe JoCToIpuMeyaTenbHOCT Bamaama n Kiokeii, a Taxxke
JKMBOIIVICHBIE TIeM3aXM IO pekaM. Hayuynasa mporpamma
cuMmosnyma Obl/Ia OUeHb MHTEPECHA, TaK XKe KaK U KyJlb-
TypHas. 9Ta BCTpeya BK/II0YasIa 1 CIIeaIbHbIi CUMIIO3M-
YM II0 pafYaliOHHO} GMOTIOINY IIOf, PYKOBOACTBOM IIPO-
deccopa lepappa Baremakepa, Kacarommiicss MESULITHCKIX
moCeACcTBIIT YepHOOBIIBCKO aBapuL.

Bo Bpems cumnosuyma B Bunbsene B 1990 . meTepOyprekuii
npodeccop bopuc B. AdanacbeB BcTpeTnics ¢ HECKOMbKM-
MU BenywyMu mnpogeccopamu 13 [aMOyprckoro yHusep-
cuteta: P. Hetom, A. llangepowm, K. Bunkiepowm, I. fuKo71.
BrocnenctBuy, mpm moppmepyxke Oyprommcrpa lam6Oypra
Xennunra Qoruepay, OHY IPUHAIN IPOrpaMMy 00yYeHNUA
MEIVUIIMHCKOTO TIePCOHaa B OOMacTy TPaHCIUIAHTALNN
KkoctHoro mosra (mpod. A. laupep) u medeHns eiiko30B
y mereit (mpo¢. K. Bunkiep, I. fIuka), a Taxxe o0yueHus
COBpeMeHHBIM MeTofaM pauarHoctuku (mpod. P Her) B
paMKax coTpygHmM4ecTBa Mexnay lambyprom u JlenuHrpa-
moM — #ByMA ropopamu-nodparumamu. C 1990 r. Okorno
100 HOKTOpOB M MERULMHCKUX cecTep oOydamuch B lam-
OyprCKOM yHUBEpPCUTETe CIIOCO0aM XMMMOTepaIy paka
KPOBU ¥ COTIMIHBIX HOBOOOPA30OBaHUII Y JieTell M B3POCIIBIX,
TPaHCIUVIAHTALVIJ KOCTHOI'O MO3Ta, METOMKaM TpaHcy3u-
OJIOI'MM, MOJIEKY/IAPHOJ AMAarHOCTUKM, TKAHEBOTO TUIIMPO-
BaHUsL.

[Tpodeccop Maprapura b. BenorypoBa BcrommHaeT: BO
BpeMs IIepBOI CTaXXMPOBKM JI-pa Maprapurtsl b. benory-
POBOII B YHUBEPCUTETCKOI KIMHUKe [amMbypr-Ommnennopd
(1991), mpodeccop Axcennb LlaHzep mpefcTaBuI MeHs IPO-
¢beccopy Ponbdy Hety, KOTOpBIiT OpraHM30BbIBAT IPOrPaM-
MBI CTAXXMPOBKU /Il PYCCKUX Bpaueil. PaHee 3T1 KOHTaKThI
OBUIM NUILIb CTy4YaitHbIMY, TOCKONbKY P. Het He 6p1m Kn1ut-
HMI[VICTOM, HO B 3TOT pa3 OH MPUIJIACKT HAC K cebe TOMOIl
BMeCTe C IPyTMMM PYyCCKOTOBOPAIMMIM JOKTOPaMH, B TOM
quciIe — ¢ YKpanHblL ITO ObUT YIOTHBII JOM, Y>KUH TOTOBMIA
€ero uyfecHas >KeHa, ¥ TN Tonrue 6ecefbl 1 pasTOBOPEL O
Pas/IMYHbIX BelaX: O HalleM >KeTaHUU JIy4lle TMarHOCTHU-
pOBaTh U JIEIUTD /IeiIKO3bI (Kak B [epMaHNum), 0 HaIIUX HY-
XKJlaX, 3allpocax ¥ BO3MOYKHOJ HEOLIEHMMOI ITOMOLIN /s
POCCUIICKOI MEIMLIVIHBIL.

Pycckos3bIdHbIe TOCTH CTIBIIIA/IA HECKOIBKO C/IOB U ¢pa3 Ha
pycckom ot Ponbda Herta v BBICTyIIamy TMYHYIO UCTOPHIO
€ro BOCHHOII CITy>KOBI BO BpeM: BTopoii MIpOBOIT BOJHBI, O
TSDKeTBIX 0O0MOpoKeHMsix 11 mteHy B Poccun. C toro Bpeme-
HU Y HEr'O OCT/IUCh CUJIbHBIE IIOBPEX/ICHNA CTOII, KOTOPbIe
Tpe6oBanu oproneandeckoit 06ysu. OH OMICHIBATI 9T ffpa-
MaTu4ecKue SNI30/Ibl, KaK OObIYHbIE XXII3HEHHbIE COObITHLA!
OH 6bUI IUIIEH BCAKOTO CHOOM3MA, IIPOABJIAA TEIVIOTY U
CEePAEYHOCTD K PYCCKUM.
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[Toce opraHmMsanmy IeHTPa TPAHCIUIAHTALUM KOCTHOTO
mosra (TKM) B Cankt-Iletep6yprckoit ropofckoit 60mb-
Huie Ne31l, pykoBopurens IeHTpa mpod. Bopuc B. Ada-
HaCbeB MOJK/TIOUNI CBOUX COTPYSHMUKOB K (PyHJaMeHTa/Ib-
HBIM JMCC/IEIOBAHMAM. Byyun nmpuriaiieHHbIN Ha HayIHbIE
BCTpeur B Busibsene, Mbl, Kak MpOCTbIe CAyLIATeN, ObIIN
HOpa)KeHbl HEOOBIYHBIMIU BUAAMM CTApPOIl TEPMAHCKOII JIe-
peBHIL, KOTOpasi, TeM He MeHee, ObIIa XOPOIIO OCHAIlleHa
COBPEMEHHBIMI KOH(epeHII-3a7aMu 1 00OpyHZOBaHIEM.
MexyHapogHast ayAuTOpyst U MHOCTPAHHOE OKPY>KeHNe
ObIIV TAaK)Ke BHOBe 151 Hac. brrarogapst 60/b1I01 oagepK-
ke mpod. Akcens Launepa, Ponbda Hera, [purtor SHkH,
Bopuca ®ese, MHOTe 13 MOJIOAbIX JOKTOPOB IOMYUUIN
BO3MOYXHOCTb HAYYHBIX 1 IMPAKTUYECKUX CTAXMPOBOK IO
IeTCKOIT OHKOJIOTMH, OHKOI€MAaTONOTUY U 1abOpaTOPHBIM
UCCTIeOBAaHNSM B KIMHUKAX 1 abopaTopusx fambyprcko-
TO YHUBEPCUTETA.

Korza mbr Bcmomnuaem npodeccopa Ponbda Hera, T0 B co-
3HAHMY BO3HUKAET IpocTast GopMysia yCIexa: JOITHIL Iy Th
HaYMHAETCS C [IepPBOro mmara. Vicropus 671aropogHoit momMo-
iy Tepmannu i Poccuy pasBuBanach TaKMM JKe IIyTeM:
Ot ryMaHUTapHOIT TOMOIIY K COTPY/HIYIECTBY PAaBHOIIPAB-
HBIX TAPTHEPOB.
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